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by Brian Sarwer-Foner

As the last quarter of 2012 advances and elections in the U.S.A. rapidly approach, the poignant, iconic phrase from Barrack Obama’s 2009 Inaugural Address: “What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility”, is every bit as relevant now, as it was when uttered almost four years ago.
Yet this “new era of responsibility” has yet to be properly defined, and it has certainly not come even close to becoming achieved.  We cannot afford to let this famous quote to remain as being just empty rhetoric.  It is essential to ensure that a new era’s realization begins to occur now, at this critical juncture in human history! 

So, what is this new era of responsibility?  Upon what should it be focused, and how could it be enacted?  The answers to these questions lie within the title of this piece: its focus should be ecology, and it could be enacted by responding with abilities.   If you care to continue reading on, I’ll explain why and how.

Our greatest problem today is that we are living in an era of blatant and unbridled ecological irresponsibility, and this is killing the living systems of our planet.  Therefore, for us, as living beings, it is only logical that this new era required of us now must be based on ecological responsibility, in order to correct and compensate.  
Throughout Barrack Obama’s first term of presidency, post inaugural commentary on this “new era of responsibility” has only been focused on fiscal and economic responsibility.  Yet, in order to truly and properly take up the issue of the economy becoming responsible, the very foundational basis of its being irresponsible needs to first be understood and seriously addressed. 

The economy in fundamentally based on ecological irresponsibility, arising from the very way that it is conceived and structured.  Its built-in design conveniently dismisses ecology by considering the natural environment and all it contains as externalities to the system.  The economy assumes that Nature gifts its bounties and services to us with no limits, that the world of ecology exists just as a repository of resources for us to take from and plunder, and that the environment can endlessly serve as a giant garbage depot for receiving and absorbing our constant and growing supply of wastes, pollution, and toxins.  

This is not only wholly ecologically irresponsible, it is despicably dangerous, insanely inconsiderate of the future, evidently in error and disconnected from natural ecological realities.  There are limits to Earth’s ecological systems being able to continue sustaining us, limits we are facing now, with food shortages, climate chaos, habitat destruction, depletion of biodiversity and environmental devastation, all massively occurring and rapidly spreading across the planet.

Ecological irresponsibility is the root cause of our civilization’s worst folly and poses the greatest peril to our future survival.  No longer can this fundamental disrespect for the world of Nature, as expressed by ecological irresponsibility, be allowed to continue as the baseline condition upon which our economic systems are structured and run by.  No longer can we afford to let this negligence persist.  Hasn’t Hurricane Sandy hit home?  No longer can our disregard be tolerated.  Economic Responsibility demands Ecological Responsibility (ER).  

But how can we apply ER?  What is needed is a positive vision that captures peoples’ attention while soliciting everyone’s focus and caring in order to pull ourselves out of the quagmire of ecological irresponsibility that we are stuck in.  John Lennon had said that the 60’s weren’t the solution, “they only demonstrated a potential and a responsibility”.  Now, 50 years later as the 60s reach maturity, it is time to achieve both: to realize our potential and to express our responsibility. 

How?  If you break down "responsibility", you get response-ability.  We all possess many abilities; each of us can nourish them, develop them, and discover new ones.  Then we can realize our potential by focusing on how to best respond with our abilities to what is most vitally imperative.  Each of us individually, and all of us collectively, can respond with our abilities to ecology.  Yes we can!  We can make changes in our own lives and band together to co-create greater changes that positively affect our whole culture, through all sectors of society.  What is required of us now is a new era of Ecological Response-Ability (ERA). 

We need to ask ourselves what would it look like to manifest ERA?  ERA Politics, ERA Economics, ERA Technology, ERA Products, ERA Education, etc.  We need to be talking about this, meeting and organizing, starting locally, caring for the land, making differences in our communities.  We can take individual actions, and collaborate in co-creation to express our collective caring with respect to Ecology: life and all relations.  Yes we can!

President Obama said that “Yes We Can!” was not about him, but about us.  He was talking about the collective will maturing and being devoted to things becoming better, and ensuring that they do!  ERA ought to be the central focus of what demands the concentration of our individual actions and collective efforts in all sectors of human enterprise at this time.  Yes, it requires care and devotion. Yes, it demands hard work, but ERA is a strong idea.  It can be a guiding beacon that brings balance back to our lives and engages us cooperatively in developing and applying solutions that are urgently needed around the world.  Yes it can!

ERA is both the moral compass, and the navigational instrument needed to direct the process of Environmental Social Change (ESC), which is necessary now in order to advert catastrophe.  ERA provides a paradigmatic shift to the way we think, a mediating moral for the way we need to act, and an applied process through which all of us can engage.  

Let we the people hold President Obama accountable to his rhetoric.  May his new term be focused on a new ERA of Ecological Response-Ability, with each of us and all of us together behaving with care and devotion to life and all relations, for the good of everyone now, and for future generations.  A New ERA Now!
